Risk factors for surgical site infection after delayed sternal closure.
We examined the rates and risk factors for surgical site infections (SSIs) following delayed sternal closure after pediatric cardiac surgery by way of retrospective review of prospectively collected infection control data. Of 130 patients, 13.7% developed an SSI, and 6.9% developed mediastinitis following delayed sternal closure. There was a trend toward increased SSIs in patients undergoing delayed sternal closure in beds in the open bay of a pediatric intensive care unit.